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Notice

The attached document contains classified National Security Council
Information. It is to be read and discussed only by persons authorized by
law.

Your signature acknowledges you are such a person and you promise you
will show or discuss information contained in the document only with
persons who are authorized by law to have access to this document.

Persons handling this document acknowledge he or she knows and
understands the security law relating thereto and will cooperate fully with
any lawful investigation by the United States Government into any
unauthorized disclosure of classified information contained herein.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

s MEMORANDUM

TOP SECRET/EYES ONLY July 13, 1982

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HONORABLE LAW AGLEBURGER
Under Secretary tate for Political Affairs

SUBJECT: CPPG Meeting: Soviet Leadership Transition

Crisis pre-planning action to date has focused on the evolving
Mid-East and Persian Gulf crises. In both cases the work of the
CPPG has been helpful to the Interagency process as these
situations developed.

There are significant indications that in the very near future
we will be faced with a change of leadership in the Soviet
Union. This event could generate the need for considerable
coordination among the Government agencies represented on the
CPPG. Like the Lebanon and Iran/Iraq situations, the more we
are able to accomplish prior to the actual circumstance, the
more effective we will be when it occurs.

The CPPG will address the Soviet leadership transition issue at

a meeting in the White House Situation Room, tentatively set for
Tuesday, July 20. In preparation for the meeting, would you
convene on a "close hold" basis an Interdepartmental Group (IG)
to develop a general concept plan for dealing with the transition
issue. As in the past, the IG should include representatives at
the Assistant Secretary (or equivalent) level from the office of
the Vice President, the Departments of the Treasury and Defense,
the JCS, DCI and NSC staff.

It is requested that the format at Tab A be used, as appropriate,
in preparing the- paper. Copies should be delivered to CPPG
principals by COB Monday, July 19, 1982. CPPG principals will be
contacted by Oliver North, NSC Staff, regarding a specific time
for the meeting to discuss/decide the paper prepared by the IG.

Robert C./McFarlane .
Députy sistant to the President
For NatAonal Security Affairs

ATTACHMENT:

Tab A Format for Issue Paper

cc: Nancy B. Dyke, V.P. Office VADM Thomas Bigley, 0JCS

Marc Leland, Treasury Richard Pipes, NSC

Fred Ikle, Defense Oliver North, NSC

Robert M. Gates, DCI 6’
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t
: é
° SITUATION - (Nature of Potential Crisis) |
- Parties involved. ‘
- International and Domestic political concerns.
o INTERESTS
— U.S. Interests

.. International
.o Domestic

- Soviet Interests

.o Known
.o Surmised

-- Key Third Party Interests

.. Allied
. Adversaries
oo Neutral/Non-Aligned

o Current U.S. Objectives.and.Policy/Plans
-- Political
- Economic

- Military

- International Agreements

-- Domestic/Legal Constraints

- Informational/Media Policy and Plans

) Spectrum of U.S. Options

- Intelligence Assets Available

- Political/Diplomatic; Economic; Military Options
Available '
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'ij i .o Potential Impact (Domestic/International)
B LM .. Likely Effect On
’ ... Local Situation
... Soviets
... Adversaries
o e & Allies
... Non~-Aligned/Neutrals
—— Resources/Assets Available
... Political Instruments
.o Economic Measures
. Military Forces o .
® & @ U'S » . 25X1
.- Allied . :
- Informational Capabilities (VUa, ICA, etc.)
) For A Recommended Course of Action:

- Timing Considerations

- Coordination Requirements

.o National
.o International

--  Implications of Decision

.o Degredation of Operational Capabilities
(Military, Intel, Political) Elsewhere

.o Political Impact
" vee. International
... Domestic

.o Economic Impact
... Trade
... Cash Flow

.. Media Asset Coordination
* & @ Black
. o @ White

.o Security, Requirements
... International
... Domestic
... Coordination

. ‘LegislatiVe Coordination Requirements _
. ... Senate- Sel. Committee on Intel (SSCI)
_ ...’ House Perm. Sel. Comm. .on Intel (HPSCI)
~ ... Other? U, -
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